
 

 

 

REPORT TO  

THE SOUTH WALES POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 
 

16th December 2014 

Committee on Standards in Public Life 

 

Purpose of the Report 
 

To provide the Panel with a copy of its response to the Committee on 
Standards in Public Life in respect of an inquiry into the public accountability 
structures of the police. 
 

 

1.0 Background / Information 

1.1 The Panel has received a letter from the Committee on Standards in 
Public Life advising that it has commenced an inquiry into the public 
accountability structures of the police. The letter and accompanying 
document was agended at the Panel’s meeting on 21st October 2014. 

 
1.2 For ease of reference, below is an extract from the letter:- 
 

“Various reviews announced by the Home Secretary in July 2014 focus on the 
systems that hold police officers to account; we intend to complement this work by 
looking at accountability in police governance from a standards point of view. The 
current system as a whole, and individual elements of it, have been the subject of 
criticism. Much of this relates to standards issues, yet the relationship between 
standards and governance structures has been relatively underexplored.  

We intend to look at the structures in place for ensuring ethical standards in the 
conduct and performance of Police and Crime Panels, Police and Crime 
Commissioners, and Chief Constables. We will then go on to consider how effective 
those structures are, what works well and, if there are shortcomings, identify what we 
would expect to see – in any model for police accountability. We will be seeking the 
necessary assurance that ethical standards in public life are, and are capable of 
being, upheld.  

The Committee would like to receive your responses to some or all of the attached 
questions. Please send your response no later than 12 noon on 30 November. 
Details on how to submit a response can be found in the attached issues and 
questions paper.” 
 

1.3 A copy of the response to Committee on Standards in Public Life is 
attached.   

 
1.4 The responses from Police and Crime Panels across the country will be 

made available to the members of the Committee on Standards in 
Public Life, and these will be made available presumably on its website 



 

in due course - https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/the-
committee-on-standards-in-public-life 

 
 

2.0 Recommendation(s) 

2.1 The Police and Crime Panel is asked to note the content of the 
response. 

 
 

Simon Jones 

Senior Solicitor 

Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


